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• Authors are encouraged to detail the relative contribution of each author at the end of the 

paper; refer to authors by their initials when doing so. 
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• Include the figure number and an indication of the final intended size in the file name (e.g. 
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• The journal is now published online-only so there is no charge for colour reproduction. 
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the Figure Guidelines. For more help, contact the Publications Officer (editor@palass.org). 

Initial assessment 
After submission, an initial assessment of all manuscripts (except invited reviews) is undertaken by 

the Editorial Board. At this time a manuscript can be rejected for one of three reasons: 

• It lacks broad appeal to the readership and is instead, at best, a worthwhile contribution, 

particularly to specialists, but not exceptional. Papers solely describing new species of 
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Handling Editor and Editor-in-Chief, a decision on the suitability of the manuscript will be made; the 

corresponding author will be notified by the Handling Editor. 
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After peer review, the corresponding author will receive a decision from the Handling Editor. The 
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major), rejected outright, or rejected with option to resubmit. 

In the first instance, the manuscript has been accepted in its current form and requires no further 

modification by the author. It will be checked by the editorial team who may suggest further 

amendments, but the author will not be asked to make these changes. 

If the paper is accepted subject to revision (at any level), the author must modify and resubmit the 

manuscript, answering any review comments, and providing a clear argument against any requested 

change they disagree with. The revised manuscript should be submitted within a stated deadline and 

may be subject to further peer review. Resubmission does not guarantee acceptance if the 

conditions are not answered. 

Requested changes may be of a technical nature and include a critique of the quality of both the 

writing style and illustrations. It is essential that you respond directly to the technical review as well 

as the scientific reviews. 
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A paper is only considered to be accepted after any requested changes are made or defended to the 

satisfaction of the Editor-in-Chief. 

The time between submission and acceptance can be considerably shortened if preparation of the 

original manuscript, and any revision thereof, conforms to the Instructions to Authors. 

If a paper is rejected outright, the Editorial Board will not consider a revised version. However, if an 

option to resubmit is provided the author may submit a revised version of the manuscript (taking 

into consideration any review comments supplied in the decision letter). This should be an entirely 

new submission through ScholarOne, but the original manuscript ID should be noted on the 

submission form. 

Production 
The accepted manuscript will be copy edited and the corresponding author will receive a PDF proof. 

Errors may be corrected at this stage, but cosmetic adjustments may not be allowed. 

Note that the quality of figure reproduction in the proof copy will be lower than that of the 

published article. However, any concerns regarding colour balance should be queried. The proof and 

any author corrections will also be checked by the Palaeontological Association’s Publications 

Officer, and any proof issues can be raised with them directly. 

When the paper moves into production, the corresponding author will be able to track the progress 

of the article through Wiley Author Services. They will also be able to access the final Version of 

Record when their article is published. 

Palaeontology and Papers in Palaeontology are published online before inclusion in an issue, 

through Wiley Online Library Early View. This is the final Version of Record for the paper; no changes 

can be made after online publication without formal correction. Any citation of the paper should 

include the online publication date and the doi (digital object identifier) which can be found on the 

bottom of the first page, and with the basic article details on Wiley Online Library. The doi will allow 

the paper to be traced after it is assigned to an issue and moves out of Early View. 

Copyright and Open Access 
The Wiley OnlineOpen service is available to authors who wish to make their publication Open 

Access, or whose funding agency requires grantees to archive the Version of Record of their article. 

Authors of OnlineOpen articles are permitted to post the final, published PDF of their article on a 

website, institutional repository, or other free public server, immediately on publication, in addition 

to its being published in the Wiley Online Library. This is Gold Open Access and an article processing 

charge (APC) is payable. A full range of Creative Commons licences is available for both journals. 

Further information about Open Access is available online. 

Authors who do not have funds available for Gold Open Access are permitted to deposit the final 

accepted (but not copy edited or typeset) version on their institutional repository 12 months after 

publication of the Version of Record (this is Green Open Access as required by UKRI). 

Shortly after acceptance, the corresponding author will receive an email invitation to sign a 

copyright agreement (assigning copyright to the Palaeontological Association) or to select a Creative 

Commons licence for Open Access (requiring payment of an APC). 
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